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WANTAGE — Farmside Landseape
and Design emplovees joined hundreds of
-landscape and lawn care specialists from
across the nation — members of the Pro-
fessional Landcare Network (PLANET) —
bringing their crews to Arlington National
and Historic Congressional cemeteries for
the 12th annual Renewal & Remembrance
onJuly21and 22,
On this, the largest green industry day
of service in the nation, more than 300
companies spent the day mulching, caring
for trees and cabling them with lighten-
ing protection, pruning, liming, planting,
aerating, and installing an irrigation sys-
temat Arlington National Cemetery. This
. sgift is valued at more than $350,000 in
products and services. To date, PLANET
has contributed almost $2 million to the
care of these historic landmarks. -
“We consider it an honor and privi-
lege to be able to give back by improving

the grounds at Arlington National Cem-

etery,” said Miles Kuperus Jr., owner of
Farmside. We basically keep the weekend
as a must-do event on our calendar and
adjust our work schedules accordingly to
bring our tearn leaders and family of five
with us. They love to participate and it is

asmall way that we can make a difference

-and support rmhtary farmhes ”
- Children lay wreath at Tomb

of Unknown Soldier _
The Kuperus family, in particular had
a special part in this year’s event as two

* of their children, Racheal (12) andRichard
" (10), were able to participate in the wreath

laying ceremony, at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier.”

Racheéal and Richard said, “We did not, !

know what to expect, but knew it was
something really special. Once we met
the guardsmen and they spoke with us,
we realized even more what an honor it

"was to be participating in a wreath lay-

ing ceremony with them. Welearned that
the soldiers are very disciplined, and well
trained to perform their task.” Evenmore,
“it showed us how our grandfather, afor-
mer guardsman, was trained and what he
did in the color guard when he served in
the Army guarding Kennedy's tomb.

Many PLANET members have spe-
cial connections at the cemeteries either

through relatives and friends who are
buried there or through their own military -

service. While working, over 32 funerals
occurred, and the Kuperus family was
able to witness several with full honors

Kuperus famlly with grandparents at Arlmgton National Cemetery

and caissons.

Renewal & Remembrance, whichbegan -

12 years ago as a small, one-day event,

has grown to include more and more

PLANET members and their families, as

well as company employees. The event

now includes special children’s projects.

Thls year, chﬂdren planted flowersi in key
d

‘side.com.

sues facing the green industry, including
the H-2B guest worker program.

- Farmside Landscape & Design is a full
service landscape contractor offermg

landscape desrgn, installation and main-
tenance service, They can be reached at
973-875-7200 or by visiting www.farm-

“more than 4, 200 rmember com-



